The Return Home

instrument. His real object in leaving, I am sure, is that not
again will he turn over a communication from the American State
Department to read a faint hope of peace between lines/'
Apart from the measures taken for our security, our departure
from Washington and New York was not very different from
what it would have been in ordinary times, had I been moving
to take up my duties in another country. Many friends caine
to the railway station at Washington, and on the boat at New
York* Telegrams and letters of farewell came in-hundreds, and
our cabins were full of presents, consisting of baskets of fruit,
flowers, cigars, books, beverages of all kinds, which are the custom
at leave-takings in America. In these circumstances, and after
all that I have described in the foregoing pages, I was not a little
astonished when, about a year later, the American War-Propa-
ganda Department began to hold me responsible for proceedings
which were partly simply fiction, and for the rest of a kind that
had occurred without any assistance from me whatever. I
can understand perfectly the wish of the American Propaganda
Department to create a war spirit, just as the same department
in all belligerent countries strove to do ; nevertheless, it was not
necessary to adorn the war propaganda with unjustifiable personal
attacks. Nothing happened after rny departure from America
to prompt such attacks. A few of nay telegrams were, to be
sure, deciphered and published in order to prove that I had
hatched a conspiracy. When the Military and Naval Attaches
were compelled to leave the United States, I could not very
well avoid discharging the whole of the naval and military
business myself. But this does not prove that I had previously
had any dealings with these matters, even admitting that the
Naval and Military Attaches had been guilty of illegal practices;
which/ despite all the uproar created by enemy propaganda, I
do not believe to have been proved. Once the fever of war has
died down, no one, presumably, will ieol any interest in devoting
iny attention to such questions. If> however, later on, anyone
should feel inclined to investigate the ** German conspiracies/"
and " German propaganda/' in the United States, in an
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